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SUB J : EXCHANGE OF SHIP VISITS BOSTON AND LENINGRAD 

REF: USDAO MOSCOW CONF 0572 DTG 151541Z APR 75, PARA 5E 

1. WHILE WE HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD OFFICIALLY WHERE THE SOVIETS 
INTEND TO BERTH THE U.S. SHIPS LEAHY AND TATTNALL DURING 
THE MAY 12-17 VISIT TO LENINGRAD, IT IS BECOMING CLEAR THAT 
THEIR INTENTION IS TO BERTH THEM IN A REMOTE, LOW- VISIBILITY 
LOCATION. CNSUL GENERAL NEUBERT IS IN STRONG OPPOSITION 

TO THIS, AS IS RADM MAYO, AND I FULLY CONCUR WITH THEM. 

I RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT RAISE THE ISSUE ASAP WITH 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY AT LEAST AT THE VORONTSOV LEVEL, MAKING 
CLEAR THAT OUR VIEW THIS IS A POLITICAL, NOT A 
TECHNICAL ISSUE. I WOULD THEN EXPECT TO SUPPORT THE 
DEPARTMENT S DEMARCHE HERE. 

2. FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, EXCERPTS FROM THE 
CONSUL GENERAL S CABLE TO ME ON THIS SUBJECT FOLLOW: 
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"A. I AM SURE WE AGREE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO 
MAKE THIS FIRST-EVER U.S. NAVAL VISIT TO LENINGRAD AS 
SUCCESSFUL AS POSSIBLE. TO ME THIS MEANS AS VISIBLE AS 
POSSIBLE; HENCE THE QUESTION OF WHERE THE SHIPS ARE MOORED 
IS CENTRAL. LEFT TO THEIR OWN DEVICES, THE SOVIETS WILL, 

I'M AFRAID. ACT AS THOUGH THE ISSUE IS SIMPLY TECHNICAL 
AND RELEGATE US TO THE FAR REACHES OF VASILEVSKIY ISLAND. 

I THEREFORE TAKE THE LIBERTY OF SHARING MY CONCERN WITH YOU 
AND ASKING YOUR HELP. 

"B. I GATHER FROM JIM MAYO AND DICK LIFE (WHO IS HERE NOW) 
THAT THE SOVIETS SEEM TO BE THINKING IN TERMS OF PUTTING 
US AT THE PASSENGER PORT (MORPORT) AT THE END OF 
VASILEVSKIY ISLAND-BEHING A FENCE IN THE BOONDOCKS. 

THIS IS WHERE THE FRENCH WERE IN 1973. 

"C. MONDAY EVENING I ASKED CHERNOV, THE DEPUTY HEEAD OF 
THE DIP AGENCY. IF HE KNEW WHERE THE SHIPS WOULD BE 
MOORED. HE SAID THAT HE "ASSUMED” THEY WOULD BE AT 
THE "MORPORT”, NOTING THAT THE FRENCH HAD BEEN THERE. 

I PROMPTLY TOLD HIM I THOUGHT THAT WAS A TERRIBLE IDEA, 

THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE EXCHANGE OF VISITS WAS TO 
DEMONSTRATE AS VISIBLY AS POSSIBLE THE IMPORVED 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES, AND THAT THIS MEANT 
THE SHIPS SHOULD BE MOORED IN THE NEVA WHERE EVERYONE 
COULD SEEM THEM. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT SOVS COULD EXPECT 
FULL NEWS AND TV COVERAGE IN BOSTON; I DOUBTED THAT 
WOULD BE TRUE IN LENINGRAD. CHERNOV SAID HE WOULD 
REPORT MY VIEWS TO ADMIRAL LEONENKOV AND OTHERS 
INVOLVED IN PLANNING THE VISIT." 
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